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Marinella Belluati is Researcher in the Faculty of Political Sciences at the 
University of Turin where she teaches ‘Sociology of the Media’ and ‘Media 
Analysis’. She also contributes to the work of the Osservatorio sulla 
Comunicazione Politica di Torino, which has for a number of years had a 
focus on the study of political campaign communication. Her research 
interests include security and intercultural communication. 
 
Brad Blitz received his Ph.D. from Stanford University and is Director of 
Graduate Research Programmes at Kingston University (London), where 
he is also Professor of Human and Political Geography. He has published 
extensively on issues of citizenship, migration and human rights.  Recent 
publications include Statelessness in the European Union: Displaced, 
Undocumented, Unwanted (Cambridge University Press, 2011, with Caroline 
Sawyer), Statelessness and Citizenship: A Comparative Study on the Benefits of 
Nationality (Edward Elgar Publishing, 2011, with Maureen Lynch). He is 
currently completing a book on citizenship and mobility in Europe.   
 
Mauro Degli Esposti was educated at the University of Bologna, where, in 
1983, after several years of unpaid volunteer work, he obtained the post of 
‘free researcher’. He soon developed an international reputation as an 
independent multidisciplinary scientist, which was disregarded in three 
consecutive rounds of nationwide concorsi for posts of associate and full 
professor. Following the last of these he emigrated to Melbourne 
(Australia) where he took a fixed-term position as Senior Research Fellow 
at Monash University. Subsequently, after a brief but intense period of 
research as a visiting professor at LIAI (La Jolla, California), he moved to 
the UK where he rebuilt his academic career by becoming Lecturer in 
Molecular Toxicology in 2003. Since 2008 he has developed a network of 
Italian scientists, the Via-academy, the online activities of which have 
influenced the Italian media and politicians – but with little impact on 
higher-education policy, so far. He has published approximately 100 peer-
reviewed papers and numerous articles in books, online magazines and 
newspapers.  
 
Roberto Di Quirico is Lecturer in Political Science at the University of 
Cagliari. He received his Ph.D. from the European University Institute in 
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1998, and was Jean Monnet fellow at the Robert Schuman Centre for 
Advanced Studies and Post doctoral fellow at the Istituto Italiano di Scienze 
Umane in Florence. He has published on various topics related to 
international economic history and European politics. His latest book is 
L’Euro, ma non L’Europa (Il Mulino, 2008). 
 
Phil Edwards lectures in Criminology at Manchester Metropolitan 
University. His research interests are in the area of political violence and 
contemporary Italian politics. He has published in Modern Italy, South 
European Society and Politics, as well as Political Studies Review. He is the 
author of ‘More work! Less pay!’ Rebellion and repression in Italy, 1972-77 
(Manchester University Press, 2009). 
 
Marco Geraci obtained a PhD in Applied Statistics from the University of 
Florence, in 2005. As post-doctoral fellow at the Department of 
Epidemiology and Biostatistics, University of South Carolina (USA), he 
developed statistical methods in various areas, including disease cluster 
detection, quantile regression for longitudinal studies, and geographical 
analysis with incomplete data. He subsequently carried out research in the 
epidemiology of and statistical methods for cancer in young people with 
the Cancer Research UK Paediatric and Familial Cancer Research Group at 
the University of Manchester, and collaborated with scientists of 
international standing in the medical field. In 2010 he was appointed 
Lecturer in Biostatistics at the Institute of Child Health, University College 
London. He has published in leading statistical and medical journals, and 
contributed to a number of international conferences. 
 
Chris Hanretty earned his PhD degree at the Department of Political and 
Social Sciences of the European University Institute. His PhD thesis 
addressed the politics of public media broadcasting in six European 
countries. He is currently Lecturer in Politics at the University of East 
Anglia. His other main research interests are Italian politics and electoral 
studies.  
 
Costanza Hermanin is a PhD researcher in the Department of Political and 
Social Sciences of the European University Institute and a Fulbright fellow 
at Columbia University. Her PhD thesis looks at the implementation of EU 
policy against racial and ethnic discrimination in three European countries. 
Her other research interests concern EU institutions and policy-making, 
and citizenship and immigration policy at EU level and in the member 
states. 
 
Alison Jamieson was born and educated in Scotland. Since 1984 she has 
lived in Italy, working as consultant and author on issues of political 
violence, organized crime and drugs. She lectured at the Nato Defense 
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College, Rome between 1992 and 1997, and has worked as consultant to the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and was Project Manager and 
principal author of the UN’s first World Drug Report (Oxford University 
Press, 1997). She is on the editorial board of the journal Studies in Conflict 
and Terrorism (Taylor & Francis). Her publications include The Heart 
Attacked: Terrorism and Conflict in the Italian State (Marion Boyars, 1989) and 
The Antimafia: Italy’s Fight against Organized Crime (Palgrave, 1999). At the 
moment she is completing a book version of the conversations with Cossiga. 
 
Francesco Marangoni is currently a post-doctoral fellow in the faculty of 
Political Science of the University of Bologna at Forlì. He is affiliated with 
the Centre for the Analysis of Public Policy (CAPP), a research unit of the 
Department of Political Science at the University of Bologna. He also 
collaborates with the observatory on institutional change, hosted by the 
Centre for the Study of Political Change (CIRCaP) of the University of 
Siena. 
 
Daniela Piana is Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of 
Bologna, where she teaches “Politics and Institutions of the EU”. For a 
number of years she has been conducting empirical research on the 
European judicial systems and in particular on the mechanisms of judicial 
accountability. She is author of Judicial Accountabilities in New Europe 
(Ashgate, 2010) and scientific coordinator of the first European academic 
network on judicial studies. 
 
Franca van Hooren received her PhD from the European University 
Institute, where she wrote her dissertation about migrant care work in Italy, 
the Netherlands and the United Kingdom. She now works as a 
Postdoctoral Researcher at the CRC 597 “Transformations of the State” at 
the University of Bremen. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 


