School of Sanskrit Studies

The School of Sanskrit Studies, was set up in 2007 to take forward on a permanent footing the gains made through the operation of the University's widening of its Linguistics Programme from October 2004 on.  In the academic year 2010-2011, approximately 300 students will pass through the Programme.  Students must also the general linguistics course at this university, as this is a requirement of graduation for all undergraduate and post-graduate Sanskrit students.

Sanskrit is an historical Indo-Aryan language, one of the liturgical languages of Hinduism  and Buddhism, and one of the 22 official languages of India.  It is a classical language of India, others being Tamil, Kannada and Telugu.

Courses for Students

Sanskrit Language and Literature, is for those students who wish to focus intensively on the task of learning the Sanskrit language and developing the ability to read, in Sanskrit, such texts as the Bhagavad Gita, the Upanishads, the Epics, and, at an advanced level, works of court poetry and philosophy, grammatical studies of the Paninean system, and various Vedic texts in archaic Sanskrit. This is a challenging but rewarding program of study.

The department also offers trips via the school of physics’ time machine to improve the quality of their Sanskrit pronunciation via contact with ancient Vedic scholars.

Degree Programme

The two levels of advanced Sanskrit are typically given in alternate years. In 2010-2011, kavya and alankarasastra will be offered; in 2011-2012, mimamsa and nyaya. 

Additional courses, including Introduction to Panini and Introduction to the Literary Prakrits, are also available periodically. Final examinations will be required of all students in the first year of Advanced Sanskrit. In the second year, students are required to prepare a research project in lieu of the examination. This may be a research paper, a book or articles review, a bibliographical study, a translation, or whatever will advance the student’s research capabilities. 

RT1107
ELEMENTARY SANSKRIT
1: SEMESTER 1

RT1208
INTERMEDIATE SANSKRIT
1: SEMESTER 2

RT1328
EARLY HINDU TEXTS IN SANSKRIT
2: SEMESTER 1

RT1338
EARLY HINDUISM
2: SEMESTER 2

Co-operation with other campuses

The School of Sanskrit Studies is the lead partner in the SANSKAPES Project, funded by the Joint International Linguistics Studies Committee (JILSC).  The project is designed to meet the need of furthering collaboration between universities where Indian studies more popular among students in Western Europe, in order to further promote and spread the knowledge of India and Indian languages in Europe and the Americas. 

It is hoped that all institutes where Indology is being taught in Europe and the Americas would make a special effort to ensure that Indology studies kept in tune with the times, and were made more contemporary and relevant, by linking ancient Indian studies to the contemporary world. India is changing quickly, and it is important not to get mired in analysing and reanalysing happenings of the past without linking them to the current scenario in India.

School Functions                                

Director

Avram Martin.

Student Course Co-ordinator

Liz O’Neill

SCOTIA Consortium Project Manager

Dr Walton Fisher

SANSKAPES Project Leader

Drew Jarvie

Hindu Studies

Raj Bhaskar

Linguistic Analysis

Dr Stuart McPherson

School Secretary

Julie Brown

